Hidden TASTE

British -Chinese community
10 April 2024 MEMCRY

SILENT TRAVELLER Hsiung S.I. A (1902-1991)

in LONDON

W
)

Mei Lan-fang and Hsiung S.I. hosted a

Chinese lunch at the Little Theatre, John
Street, London.

- v

(.,'/u.n:g
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“Taste of Memory” skills workshop 3
Hidden Stories with the British-Chinese Community

10 April 2024 @ 10:00 - 16:00, London Metropolitan Archives
40 Northampton Rd, London EC1R OHB
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Background

The British-Chinese community is not only defined by the tragic past of
Chinese labour corps during World War | and Chinese seamen in World War
I, but also by the contributions from various fields, such as literature,
performing arts, media, and food business. Their resilience and creative
works often provide an Eastern-Western perspective on identity, culture, and
belonging, as part of the UK's multicultural fabric. However, limited historical

records, language barriers, cultural differences and societal neglect often
result in the British-Chinese community being overlooked. The community

stories and collective memories remain marginalised.

We invite the public to address these challenges and explore different
aspects of curating and exhibiting community memory in mainstream
narratives of British history. This in-person workshop is free and open to all.
Please register via Eventbrite by 8" April.

Workshop Agenda

10:00 Oral history and memory retelling
Chungwen Li, Dean, Ming-Ai (London) Institute

10:30 Hidden stories with the British-Chinese community
Individual experiments — Memory and sense matching
Dr. Rui 5u, Senior Lecturer in Tourism, Middlesex University
Lee Kum Kee (Europe) Limited

11:30 Coffee break

11:45 Curation and exhibition design
Dr. Rui 5u, Senior Lecturer in Tourism, Middlesex University

13:00 Lunch break

14:00 Group experiments — Memory framing and sense-making
Dr. Rui Su, Senior Lecturer in Tourism, Middlesex University
Chungwen Li, Dean, Ming-Ai (London) Institute
Lee Kum Kee (Europe) Limited

15:00 Coffee break

15:15 Mini exhibition presentation
16:00 Close session



1. Oral History Interview

Above: Chungwen introduced the procedures and
preparation for conducting oral history interviews
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2. Memory pairing
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Above: Rul provided instructions on memory pairing exercises

What are your imaginations of
these places?

Organisation & Efficiency




Central right: Our volunteers
come from diverse
backgrounds, yet they all
share a passion for
community heritage and
memory!

Above left: Volunteers
Immediately identified
similarities and differences
among eight groups of
community buildings.

Bottom left: We
discovered that each
group had its own unique
style of pairing and
organising photos!



3. Technology In archives

Chinese Community in London

Chinese Community in London

Chinese Embassy Chinese Embassy
104081; A four-storey townhouse, 51 Portland Place, Marylebone

In 1926, the Chinese government leased the original adjoining 51 Portland Place, and obtained a 999-year lease on
both numbers 49 and 51. The buildings were demolished and rebuilt as a single building with a sympathetic facade in
1973. This in turn was demolished in 1980 and rebuilt between 1983 and 1985. The new building, while sympathetic
to the original, retains a few features pilasters, one doorway in place of the two doorways of the two houses it
replaced. It is now the premises of The Embassy of the People’s Republic of China.

Chine S e Community in London 71262; Buildings at 2-6 Earlham Street, Holborn as seen from Shaftesbury Avenue.

Businesses include the Marquis of Granby public house, Fanny’s Boutique women'’s wear, with billboard
advertisement poster for Kensitas Corsair cigarettes above, Circus Bookshop, and Tin Kee Chinese Restaurant

(Barbecue Restaurant, $lECIRIE S 2K).

Chinese Community in London

Cheong-Leen Supermarket Lisle Street

238881; Covent Garden: exterior of Cheong-Leen, Lisle Street

Chinese Community in London

1

137699; 22-28 Rupert Street, Westminster

130837; 10-14 Gerrard Street, China Town

Gerrard Street has become the focal point of Chinatown Soho, Chinese restaurants, Chinatown
and is host, almost exclusively, to Chinese businesses of Chuen Cheng Ku Chinese restaurant SR E /& 2%
o= all varieties.
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Golden Bird restaurant Wilkinson Chemist

159618; The Golden Bird restaurant in 190 High Street, High Barnet High Street

A traditional early twentieth-century, two-storey building with the Chinese restaurant below and rooms
above. One of the first non-European restaurants in Barnet, from the 1960s. Image shows shop sign in
English and Chinese script, net curtains at all the windows, a 'take away' advert with a phone number, a lit
menu and a luncheon vouchers, 'LV', advert. There are two extractor fans in the windows.

Discussion: Colorising black and white photos iIs a common practice In
historical studies, bridging the past with the present. However, the
growing use of Al and the proliferation of fake news have raised criticism
regarding contemporary heritage preservation, commodification, and
representation.
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Above: Discussions centred on distinguishing between historical records,
Al-generated images, archives, and curated collections. Suggestions
were made regarding the appropriate utilisation of these resources In
various contexts.

Above: Who will decide which resources can be recorded as archives?



. Memory - sense matching

Chinese Community in London
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71310; Buildings in Earlham Street

View of Tower Court, Holborn from Earlham Street. Parked cars. Businesses include R. Portwine and the Chinese
Barbecue Centre.

Chinese Community in London

125757; Shops in 21-23 Bateman Street; The Peek-A-Boo revue bar is a number 23, with a man standing in the doorway.

The Peking Chinese restaurant is at number 22 and the Lorelei café-bar at number 21. Four men in thick coats are walking
together along the street past Bateman’s buildings.

Above: All volunteers participated in a blind taste test. Each sauce was
assoclated with a Chinese restaur e
recorded their perception of taste along with any associated memories.



Above left: Mr. Ken Tali, Assistant
Brand Marketing Manager from
Lee Kum Kee (Europe) Limited,
revealed the name of each sauce
and introduced Iits related recipe
In Chinese cuisine.




