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Agenda

01. ‘Taste of China’ 

lunch & 

documentary display

02. Welcome & 

keynote speech

03. Our project & 

timeline

04. Panel discussion 05. What’s next?



‘Taste of China’ Lunch

The lunch welcomed over 50 special guests from the galleries, 

libraries, archives and museums (GLAM) sector and 

community representatives in London and South East England. 

Special thanks to Lee Kum Kee (Europe) for their support and 

the Good Earth Group for the delightful ‘Taste of China’ 

samples and ingredient presentation.  
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Documentary Display

Being a hybrid event, we prioritised public 

engagement both in-person and online. 

Participants enjoyed an exclusive view of Chinese 

community archives in person, while our online 

participants had the unique opportunity to explore 

the digital narrative of the British-Chinese 

community in London (1814-1978). 
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“Thanks very much for this fascinating 

event. Those archives remind my 

childhood memories of visiting Chinese 

restaurants. I can’t wait to hear more 

stories about the Chinese community in 

the UK. 



Our welcome speakers

Jo Bradley

The British Academy

Prof. Martin Broad

Middlesex University

Prof. Stephen Syrett 

Middlesex University

Sally Bevan

London Metropolitan Archives



Our keynote speaker

Tia Shah

Migration Museum

A Migration Museum

For Britain

Multiple stories of migration identities, memories and representations
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The Migration Museum explores 
how the movement of people to 
and from Britain across the ages 
has shaped who we are – as 
individuals, as communities, and 
as a nation. 



Presentation title, 13 October 2020

Our Mission: 
A moving, inspiring 
institution to 
reflect the central 
role that migration 
has always played 
in our national 
story



Our Vision:
A society that owns 
and feels connected 
to our shared 
migration story as 
an essential part of 
British history



Britain’s Missing Museum



Presentation title, 13 October 2020

Our current immersive 
exhibition Taking Care of 
Business explores migrant 
entrepreneurship and the 
making of Britain through 
hundreds of personal stories



Presentation title, 13 October 2020



Our project & timeline

“Taste of Memory” will explore the collective memories of 

British-Chinese chefs with oral history, examining how they 

negotiate their identities and cope with challenges. 

Project outcomes will offer a blueprint for reconstructing 

collective memory, sharing insights and recommendations 

for future policy engagement and strengthening the 

archive’s social leadership in London and beyond. 



Our team

Dr. Rui Su

Middlesex University

Chungwen Li

Ming-Ai (London) Institute

Dr. Carol Zhang

The University of Nottingham

Special thanks to Symeon Ververidis (London Metropolitan Archives), Zhi Wei Yew, Wei Zhou, 

Xinyi Wang, Yuyuan Huang (Faculty of Arts and Creative Industries, Middlesex University), 

Ying Gao (Ming-Ai) and volunteers.  





Panel discussion

Chaired by Dr. Jakob Klein from the SOAS Food 

Studies Centre, Andrew Wong (Chef-patron, two-

Michelin-star restaurant A Wong) and Andrew Kwok 

(Director, The Good Earth Limited) shared their 

memories of food, family, and the impact of migration 

trends on the restaurant business and workforces in 

the UK hospitality industry. 



What’s next?

Call for volunteers

▪ If you are interested in joining as our project 

volunteers (interviewers, exhibition curation team, 

festival team), please apply by sending us your CV 

via volunteering@ming-ai.org.uk

Three FREE skills training sessions will be 
provided for the volunteers

▪ Mapping living memory (10 January 2024)

▪ Behind the scene: film and images collection (28 

February 2024)

▪ Unlock the hidden secrets of the British-Chinese 

community (10 April 2024)

Training venue: London Metropolitan Archives

mailto:volunteering@ming-ai.org.uk


Thank you

Thanks to your great support, we look forward to working 
together on the ‘Taste of Memory’ project. 

Contact:

Dr. Rui Su, Senior Lecturer in Tourism 

Middlesex University

r.su@mdx.ac.uk

mailto:r.su@mdx.ac.uk

